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DDDEEEVVVEEELLLOOOPPPMMMEEENNNTTT
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DDDeeevvveeelllooopppiiinnnggg   aaa   llliiibbbrrraaarrryyy   ooonnn   aaa   rrreeemmmooottteee   aaatttooollllll

Clearly, establishing a library in Micronesia was far from easy. The main problems faced
were distance and access to information about new publications. The latter was actually
not that difficult for publishers advertised in the back matter of their own literary and
general interest magazines (such as Century Magazine), some of which included pre-printed
order cards for both publications and trade catalogues (figure 4-3). Furthermore, most
publishers included publication lists in the back of books published by them. Once on the
mailing list of publishers, announcements of new publications would be sent out as a
matter of courtesy.

The distance, however, was a fact that added both to the delivery time and to the
actual cost of acquisition. In the 1910s there were four shipping connections in Micronesia
(figure 4-1), the most important being the Jaluit Line which operated the mail steamer
Germania on three to four round trips between Sydney and Hong Kong, stopping at all
German islands en route.1 Additional communications between Jaluit and Sydney were
maintained by the Burns Philp copra steamers, as well as by the phosphate ships arriving at
Nauru (and from there by sailing vessel to Jaluit). Average mail time between Micronesia
depended on the location of the point of despatch and the direction of the Germania. For
Jaluit this could vary from 45 to 62 days.2 Assuming the order was filled immediately and
the book ordered was sent via the more expensive rail connecting with the German mail
steamers in Genoa or Naples,3 the item could be in Jaluit after about 90 to 120 days.
Material sent as parcel post would have been routed via the German ports of Hamburg or
Bremerhaven, which would have added another 14 to 28 days depending on sailing dates
of vessels. Orders filled from Sydney would have been back in Jaluit after 30 to 60 days,
again depending on whether the Germania was en route to Sydney or to Hong Kong at the
time of posting the letter. Clearly, compared to somebody developing a library in, say
Australia, Joachim deBrum had to spend more money and especially much more time on
his collection.
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ORDERING BOOKS

We are not informed as to when Joachim deBrum began establishing his library. However,
we have in hand correspondence which sheds some light on the issue. It would appear that
when Joachim deBrum decided to develop a library, that he pulled in as many books and
magazines as he could. Adolph Capelle wrote in May 1894 that he had posted copies of
Century Magazine as well as Forest and Stream to deBrum in Likiep. Also, that he had
received a packet of books from the trader James Milne in Ebon.5 We can assume that
deBrum requested to be allowed to retain the items, for in December of the same year
Adolph Capelle informs deBrum that he is prepared to let him have his run of Forest and
Stream covering the years 1884 to 1889.6

In the beginning, most of his acquisitions seem to have been confined to copies of
newspapers and weekly and monthly magazines, as well as books that he could obtain
from other residents in the Marshalls.
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As with any post office in Germany proper, the Imperial Post Office in Jaluit8 took
and filled orders for daily and weekly newspapers sent at the newspaper rate. Serials,
however were not covered by this arrangement. Joachim deBrum seems to have ordered
books and magazines he had heard about from passing visitors and traders. On occasion
this information was insufficient to procure the desired item. For example, on 1
September 1903 Karl Domnick, Postmaster in Jaluit, wrote to Joachim de Brum with the
news that the New York Weekly which deBrum had ordered, could not be procured due to
the incomplete reference provided.9

By 1909 Joachim deBrum obtained his magazines via the Burns Philp steamers from
Australia and had his book and magazine orders sent via the Burns Philp Office in Sydney.
For example, he ordered from F.Lassetter, Sydney, the book Do you know it? as well as
Chum’s Annual 1908 and 1909, and Chatterbox Annual (either 1908 or 1909).10 In 1911 he
subscribed to: Cassell’s, Cosmopolitan, English Illustrated, Family Herald London, McClure’s,
Munsey, Outing, Pearsons, Royal, Windsor and Everbody’s.11 This clearly represents a wide
range of newspapers and journals.

Through the offices of the Jaluit Gesellschaft in Jaluit, Joachim de Brum had standing
orders for a number of newspapers and journals: for 1914 his subscriptions comprised of
Answer, Dresdner Anzeiger, British Medical Journal, Continental Times, Graphic, Home Cookery,
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Illustrated Carpenter & Builder and Yachtsman. The magazine Yachting World, which he also
wanted, could not be supplied.12
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AAAtttttt lll eeebbb ooorrrooo,,,   MMMAAA   [[[111 333 ]]]

Some items were sourced from general purchasing departments, such as that of The
Strand Magazine in London. Among an order of seeds, for example, we also find the order
for Cook, Gardening made easy.14 The American company Montgomery and Ward & Co. in
Chicago were a major supplier of trade and private goods, among them books.15 In 1911,
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for example, he purchased a prayer book and a pulpit Bible with nickle clasp.16 In 1909 he
also ordered a 70 by 37 inch combination book case from Montgomery and Ward & Co. in
Chicago at the cost of US $ 8.98.17

Joachim deBrum also responded to advertising in the back of magazines for brochures,
details of offers and the like (figure 4-3).

The Verlagsgesellschaft Berlin sent Joachim deBrum a book catalogue and a number of
(unspecified) publications he had ordered in 1908.18 He obtained book catalogues from
book dealers as well as directly from publishers. C.Boysen Buchhandlung, Hamburg sent
Joachim deBrum a book catalogue and a number of (unspecified) publications he had
ordered in 1909.19 Alfred Wilson, book seller in London provided unspecified books in
1912.20 In the same year, Joachim received a book catalogue by the Times Book Club,21

book announcements by Doubleday, Page & Co.,22 and a book catalogue of the Rudder
Publishing Co., a company that also published the magazine ‘Rudder,’23 as well as an
advertisement by the Clarendon Press for a new 1913 edition of the Bible and
advertisement by the Modern Book Society for their Personal Help Series.24

Some of his book orders were very specific, and most probably in response to
advertisements seen in magazines. In 1911, for example, Joachim deBrum ordered a book
on eyes and eye infections from the Neu-Vita Eye Institute,25 while in 1912 he ordered
the Photographic History of the Civil War, 1861-1865, produced by the Company Review of
Reviews.26
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Matters became more complicated after the beginning of World War I in August 1914,
as the trade and the postal connections with Australia were severed. The German
administrators and traders were expelled, and the Japanese administration worked against
a continuation of the shipping connections operated by Burns Philp.28 This was a severe
blow to Joachim deBrum's Australian connections. On the other hand, he had some
windfall, as some of the libraries of the expelled Germans came his way. For example, the
deBrum library contains GA Henty's, On the Pampas, or, the Young Settlers, which carries the
previous owner's stamp ‘HAUPT AGENTUR DER JALUIT GESELLSCHAFT’.29

Yet, no books seem to have come his way, or were not requested, when the German
school on Likiep, run by Catholic missionaries of the Sacred Heart, closed down during
World War I as a result of the Japanese occupation of the German Marshalls.
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BOOK ACQUISITION OVER TIME

Figure 4-4 plots the frequency of book imprint dates against time, with the major phases
of Marshallese history marked off. The growth in acquisitions in the German period is
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evident, as is the continual growth during the period. It appears that the book acquisition
dropped dramatically before the end of the German administration. If we consider,
however, that the graph represents the imprint dates and not the acquisition dates, then we
have to let elapse about eighteen months to two years between publication and arrival in
the Marshalls.

In that light, then, the abrupt drop in acquisitions coincides with the commencement
of the Japanese military administration following the Japanese occupation at the beginning
of World War II. Acquisitions pick up again slightly after 1922, when the Japanese
administration in the Marshalls was transferred to a civilian administration, and when mail
services and outside orders were more easily accomplished.

The drop during the German period would have occurred in the mid 1890s, which
might be attributed to the recession of the mid-1890s and the slump in copra prices,
which would have forced deBrum and others to tighten spending.

Clearly, this analysis is limited inasmuch as deBrum could have acquired titles printed
earlier at a later date.

.

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

18
57

18
66

18
72

18
78

18
84

18
90

18
96

19
02

19
08

19
14

19
20

19
26

19
32

19
38

19
44

19
50

UK

USA

FFFiii ggguuurrreee   444---666...   SSSooouuurrrccc iii nnnggg   bbb ooooookkksss    ooovvveeerrr    ttt iii mmmeee:::   bbb ooooookkksss    sssooouuurrrccceeeddd   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   UUUKKK   vvveeerrrsssuuusss    bbb ooooookkksss
sssooouuurrrccceeeddd   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   UUUSSSAAA   ((( iii nnn   %%%   ooofff   bbb ooooookkksss    fffrrrooommm   eeeaaaccchhh   cccooouuunnntttrrryyy,,,   iii nnn   tttrrr iii eeennnnnniii aaalll    iii nnnccc rrreeemmmeeennntttsss ))) ...

ORIGIN OF THE BOOKS

Figure 4-5 shows the country break down of the imprints contained in the library. The
bulk of the imprints are British followed by those of the USA. A few books came from
other countries, such as Australia. We need to be aware, however, that most British
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manufactured books would have been available in Australia, and that Australia, at that
time, had only a small local book printing industry. Thus it is likely that most of the British
books would have been sourced from there.

What is important to note, however, is the almost universal absence of books
published in Germany. The imbalance is stark. In the light of the Marshall Islands being a
German colony, this is somewhat surprising, especially as Joachim deBrum would have
spoken fluent German. Indeed, in 1914 he had subscribed to the Dresdner Anzeiger a daily
newspaper.30 There are three possible explanations for this absence.

TTTaaabbb lll eee   444---111...   OOOrrr iii gggiii nnn   ooofff   ttthhheee   bbb ooooookkksss    ((( iii mmmppprrr iii nnntttsss )))    bbb yyy   tttrrr iii eeennnnnniii uuummm

Triennium Australia Germany Japan UK USA Grand Total
1857 3 1 4
1863 1 1
1866 1 1 2
1869 7 3 10
1872 1 1 2
1875 1 5 6
1878 2 1 3
1881 2 1 3
1884 7 5 12
1887 10 6 16
1890 1 14 8 23
1893 1 9 27 37
1896 17 7 24
1899 1 13 16 30
1902 3 19 16 38
1905 25 14 39
1908 28 29 57
1911 1 23 26 50
1914 1 4 19 6 30
1917 1 14 6 21
1920 20 5 25
1923 1 1 16 13 31
1926 16 6 22
1929 11 2 13
1932 1 2 2 5
1935 1 4 2 7
1938 1 1
1941 3 3
1944 4 4
1947 4 4
1950 2 1 3
nd 26 31 57
Total 7 6 4 314 252 583
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The first interpretation assumes that German publications did exist, but that they were
discarded after World War II as none of Joachim deBrum’s surviving relatives spoke
German and the Marshall Islands had passed to the USA. While possible, this is unlikely in
the light of Joachim’s Will that the house, and specifically the library, should be kept
together and not dispersed.

The second explanation might be that Joachim did have a range of German books, but
that these were discarded after World War I, when the Japanese administration expelled
all German traders, planters and missionaries, and tried hard to eradicate any traces of
German culture and influence in Micronesia. This is certainly a possibility.

The third interpretation is that Joachim deBrum did not have any interest in German
publications and German (language) literature and deliberately did not order or collect
any. That interpretation is strengthened by the fact that of the eleven journals and
magazines subscribed to in 1911 none were German, and that among the nine magazines
subscribed to (or requested) in 1914 only one was German (see above).

Another analysis of interest is a comparison of the imprint dates of books sourced
from the United Kingdom/Australia and the United States (figure 3-12). The books
sourced from UK publishers show a ‘norm’ distribution, with a gradual rise until 1910 and
then a gradual drop. The decline of book acquisitions in the early 1930s can be attributed
both to Joachim deBrum’s increasing age, and to an increasing isolation of Micronesia from
the outside world, which would have made foreign-language book acquisition even more
complicated than it already was.

The books sources from the USA show a bipolar distribution, with a peak in the mid
1890s and a second peak in the 1910s. The US imprints drop off dramatically after
Japanese occupation and remain low until the early 1940s, with the exception of a small
rise in the late 1920s. This nicely parallels the overall trading situation as well as the
political realities in Micronesia when Japan terminated all direct and indirect access to US
markets. The British imprints, on the other hand, could be sourced from Japan which had
an amicable relationship with the United Kingdom until the mid-1930s when Japan
terminated the Arms Limitation Treaty and left the League of Nations.

The spike in American publications in the mid 1890s could coincide with an increased
tolerance of the German administration of the Marshall Islands during Georg Irmer’s
period as Landeshauptmann, and the subsequent once more tougher stance against
American influences, including the American missionaries who also ran the mission vessel
Morning Star which also engaged in some trading.

TTThhheee   llleeegggaaacccyyy

Joachim deBrum’s last will clearly stipulates that his library was to be maintained. We do
not know to what extent this was actually carried out, and to what extent losses occurred.
Some of this will be discussed in chapter 5. We do know, however, that the material
available for analysis is smaller than the number of books encountered by Jelks in the late
1970s.
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Looking at the imprint dates, it is likewise obvious that the library was added to,
albeit at a very small rate, after Joachim deBrum’s death in 1937.
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The catalogue of the recorded components of the library is set out in the Appendix. In this
chapter we will look at the composition of the library and the implications that has both
on the understanding of the collector and on the community in general.

In total 826 items are available for analysis either because of their presence in 1999 or
because they could be identified in correspondence or previous reports on the deBrum
house. About 16% of those encounterd in the shelves remained unidentified because the
condition was so fragile, or the pages were stuck together to such an extent that the
recorder (Joan O’Neill) did not feel confident opening them. In the light of the inadequate
environmental conditions (see chapter 7) and the fact that many of the unrecorded items,
which seemed to all belong to the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, were decayed
to such a degree that conservation intervention was no longer feasible or even desirable,
the information on the nature of the books would have been more important than the
items themselves.

DDDiiissscccrrreeepppaaannnccciiieeesss   bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   ttthhheee   111999777777   eeennnuuummmeeerrraaatttiiiooonnn   aaannnddd   tttooodddaaayyy

The 1977 report 'Stabilisation and Inventory, 1977' by Edward Jelks and Jelks listed some
material, but did so selectively.1 Jelks and Trail, who was in charge of the microfilming,
found a large number of books. In his final report, Trail commented:

“We had agreed to shoot the title pages of those books that seemed valuable to us.
Joachim was, evidently, a very religious man from a Christian point of view. There
are many volumes dating back as far as 1836. There are about fifteenhundred
volumes altogether and we have separated out about 150 volumes that are mostly
first editions. In addition to the books there are two or three trunks full of old
magazines. Most are issues from the early 1920s.”2

In total, Jelks listed 79 books. Of these 32 items (41.8%), mainly relating to boat
building and other maritime pursuits, were no longer present in 1999 (see listing in
Appendix). While it is of course possible that some of these titles are among those that
were not recorded in 1999 because of their fragile condition, it is more likely that these
items have been removed from the library for their obvious practical uses. This
interpretation is somewhat strengthened by the fact that description of those book not
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assessed mainly refers to ‘normal’ paper backs. The loss of books specifically listed by Jelks
is slightly higher than the average attrition since 1977.

Trail estimated that there were some 1500 books. 3 The 1999 documentation found
only 726 volumes (48.2%).4 While it can be assumed that Trail’s 1977 estimate would
have been based on rough estimation, it is unlikely that it would have been that wildly
incorrect. It is unclear where the remaining 700-odd volumes went. There is mention of
some books being kept in locked sea chests, which were not examined (see chapter 6). It is
most probable that these contain company records or the like. Clearly, the new shelving
installed in 1983 (see chapter 6) was made to suit the then available volume of books. The
1999 assessment found a total of six book cases with 33 shelves, five of which were
empty. Another five shelves contained books that were not extracted for identification
because of their preservation. The remaining 23 shelves contained 726 books—an average
of 31.5 books per shelf. Thus the five shelves of accreted books, which were not separated
for identification, sum up to about another 160 books. A further 160 books could have
been in the five shelves that are now empty. However, photos of the final conservation
action in 1983 showing the bookshelves (figure 6-3; 6-4) demonstrate that some shelves
were not wholly full. Overall, the extrapolated count for 1983 comes in at between 900
and 1050 books, suggesting a loss of some 450 to 600 books, or about one third of the
library, between 1977 and 1983.

We can only guess where these books would have gone. Some may well have been
removed to the Alele Museum where they ended up in the Pacific Studies room without
specific notation as to the provenance. Others may have been dispersed on Likiep, over
time and in small number, while others may well have been removed by unauthorised
visitors. At least one instance of theft by visiting yacht people is on record, which relates
to an item whose absence was readily noted.5 It is very unlikely that the theft of individual
books would have been noted. Yet these mechanisms can only explain a smaller number of
losses.

In view of the fact that some 40% of the library seems to be missing, the following
discussion of the composition of the library needs to be read with some caution.

CCCooommmpppooosssiiitttiiiooonnn   iiinnn   111999999999

The composition of the assessed 829 items6 is set out by subject area in table 5-1 (see also
figure 5-1). Two categories dominate by far: religious books and pamphlets with 30.4%
and fiction with 24.4%. The next highest category, maritime books, comes in at 5.2%.
The range of books is wide, from Astronomy (albeit only one item) to gardening and
medicine. Even within the subject matter, the range of books is broad, for example
ranging from various texts on aspects of medicine and health to guides to surgery and
dentistry and other ‘self-help’ books. All items can be reclassified into four broad
categories: religious, fiction, technical and general literature (table 5-2).

The high number of fiction books is understandable, but is less than what would be
expected in many private libraries, which comprise mainly of divertive reading.

The high frequency of religious books and pamphlets contained in the library tallies
with Joachim deBrum’s role as lay preacher and spiritual head of the extended family on
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Likiep. Even though originally a Catholic, deBrum converted to Protestantism (American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions) in the late 1880s or early 1890s. The library
well reflects this orientation, both with a number of mainstream Protestant texts, as well
as a plethora of religious pamphlets of generally Protestant Christian literature.
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Category Total %
Astronomy 1 0.12
Biography 5 0.61
Business 4 0.48
Fiction 201 24.36
Gardening 3 0.36
General 26 3.15
History 44 5.33
Maritime 50 6.06
Medical 22 2.66
Newspaper 1 0.12
Photography 7 0.85
Reference 24 2.91
Religious 251 30.42
Technical 43 5.21
Travel 11 1.33
Unidentified 132 16.00
Total 825

However, again based on the imprint dates, the composition of the library changed
over time. The acquisition history of the four main categories has been set out in figures 5-
1 (technical and general literature) and 5-2 (fiction and religious literature).

The acquisition of technical books (figure 5-1) went through several phases with
bursts of activity, mainly in the period between 1895 and 1914.

Intriguingly, the initial period of library development in the 1890s seems to also have
the highest frequency of general subject matter books. It is possible that this might
indicate that at that time deBrum was acquiring as many books as he could, whereas later
on he became more selective and purposeful.

The acquisition curves for fiction and religious books, on the other hand, are markedly
different from the technical and the general books (figure 5-2). Both fiction and religious
literature curves show generally similar development with a peak in the 1900-1910 and a
second, but less pronounced peak in the 1920s after the commencement of the Japanese
civilian administration.

Based on the interpretation of the acquisition curves it would seem that Joachim
deBrum first acquired any books that he could obtain locally, which explains the large
number of general subject matter books in the early years. As he got older and increased in
spiritual leadership status in his community, he acquired more religious books. Parallel to
this, and peaking soon after, was a major sequence of acquisition of books of fiction. Both
the acquisition of fiction and in particular religious books increased after the
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commencement of the Japanese civilian administration in 1922 reflecting the eased
restrictions on commerce in Micronesia. By that time, however, deBrum was in his 60s
and no longer in need to acquire general subject matter or technical books.
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Triennium Fiction General Technical Religious
1857 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.24
1863 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12
1866 0.12 0.00 0.12 0.00
1869 0.24 0.73 0.00 0.24
1872 0.00 0.12 0.00 0.12
1875 0.24 0.12 0.00 0.36
1878 0.00 0.12 0.00 0.24
1881 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.24
1884 0.48 0.12 0.48 0.61
1887 0.85 0.00 0.36 0.85
1890 0.97 0.24 0.61 0.97
1893 0.85 1.94 1.09 0.73
1896 0.24 0.24 1.33 1.09
1899 1.09 0.48 0.85 1.33
1902 0.61 0.61 1.58 1.82
1905 1.21 0.85 0.97 1.82
1908 1.94 0.85 1.58 2.67
1911 2.67 1.45 1.21 1.33
1914 1.45 1.21 1.09 0.61
1917 1.09 0.73 0.36 0.36
1920 1.58 0.48 0.36 0.61
1923 1.09 0.61 0.12 1.94
1926 0.97 0.24 0.12 1.33
1929 0.48 0.24 0.00 0.85
1932 0.00 0.24 0.00 0.36
1935 0.00 0.12 0.12 0.61
1938 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12
1941 0.12 0.00 0.12 0.12
1944 0.24 0.24 0.00 0.00
1947 0.00 0.00 0.48 0.00
1950 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.12
nd 1.45 0.73 0.85 4.00

Totals 27.74 17.44 19.44 35.38
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JJJOOONNN   OOO’’’NNNEEEIIILLLLLL   &&&   DDDIIIRRRKKK   HHH...RRR...   SSSPPPEEENNNNNNEEEMMMAAANNNNNN

This chapter provides an overview of the management history of the deBrum house in
general and the library in particular.

SSStttaaatttuuusss   qqquuuooo   iiinnn   111999999999

Elements of Joachim deBrum's library that have been stored in locked bookcases in the
southern bedroom of his house on Likiep were inventoried during a recent survey1.
Further documentary material including letters and photographs that were badly accreted
and could not be identified were stored in a separate wooden cupboard in the same
bedroom. Additionally, several locked sea chests in which other books and documents of
both private and commercial nature are stored2 are stacked behind the bookcases. The
chests were not opened and neither their contents nor those of the wooden cupboard
were included in this inventory.

A musty smell characteristic of mould was very noticeable when the locked bookcases
were opened. A thick layer of dust and termite frass covered shelves and books, and
silverfish frequently hid as books were removed for recording. Damage was extensive
throughout the library. Pages and covers of many books were very brittle, and accretion of
pages was common. In many books a substantial number of pages had accreted, and in the
worst case several individual books had accreted together. This library’s condition
continues to deteriorate as it suffers the natural ravages of decay3 in largely unprotected
tropical conditions. The main physical causes of this deterioration are insect damage and
moisture, both of which are closely linked to lack of regular use. It is possible that the
books were too tightly packed in the shelves which compounded the effect of moisture
ingress,

Environmental conditions on Likiep were essentially the same before Joachim deBrum
died in 1937 as they are now. The one major difference is the factor of management –
while he remained alive his library was well used and books and bookcases were regularly
cleaned, aired and dusted. The house itself was aired and well maintained. A leaking roof
would not have been tolerated for long when the house was occupied, but it leaks now.4

Panels of roofing material are missing and galvanised iron roof capping has corroded so
badly that it now offers little protection. Water stains are evident in the parlour, and
rafters were twice seen to be wet following typically brief but heavy squalls of rain.



TTThhheee   LLLiiibbb rrraaarrryyy   ooofff   ttthhheee   JJJoooaaaccchhhiiimmm    dddeeeBBBrrruuummm    HHHooouuussseee,,,   LLLiiikkk iiieeeppp   AAAtttooolll lll ,,,   MMMaaarrrssshhhaaalll lll    III ssslllaaannndddsss

— [ 52 ] —

The eastern veranda was protected from prevailing weather by sliding windows but
they have since been removed and are stacked against the eastern wall of the house.
Consequently, exposed timbers are suffering from damp, termites and rot. The northern
veranda has been covered by rubberised canvas fastened to veranda timbers which
provides an ideal micro-climate for termites and the entire length of the veranda is now
infested. Blue plastic sheeting is fastened from top to bottom at the eastern end of the
southern veranda in a similar fashion, and rubberised canvas from floor to veranda
handrail along the remainder of the veranda. The consequences on both verandas are the
same - damp, rot, and termites.

There are two large windows in the northern wall of the northern bedroom and
southern wall of the southern bedroom. When they and the large doors were opened, air
would circulate freely in each room and throughout the house. However, when a valuable
family heirloom was stolen5, the family decided to seal the house more securely6, lock all
doors and lock and board up the windows. Except for irregular visits by Leonard deBrum,
Joachim's youngest son and family patriarch, the house now normally remains shut up.
Thus the three doors and two windows in both bedrooms, the large double doors opening
from the parlour to the veranda, and the large vents to the gable roof are all tightly sealed.
The flow of air within the house has been reduced to an absolute minimum.

Following work undertaken during the restoration programme in 1984, books were
transferred to six new bookcases7 purpose built of mahogany for storage of this valuable
collection. Although not airtight8, these bookcases are well built and have close-fitting
and lockable glass doors. When closed and locked they further restrict airflow within the
bookcase.

Jelks reported in 1978 that almost all of the books stored in bookcases on the veranda
were “insect damaged, many seriously.”9 Pangelinan reported that the “majority of the
books…along with business correspondence were damaged from roof leaks”, and that they
“found books and documents piled on the floor and (sic) appeared to be wet”.10

That this potentially invaluable and highly significant material is continuing to
deteriorate is hardly surprising. High temperatures, high humidity, and high levels of
atmospheric salt are a normal part of life on low coral atolls. Without appropriate
management they are not conducive to long-term preservation of books and fragile
documentary material. Minute salt crystals cover everything to a greater or lesser extent
and available moisture is absorbed and retained, creating damp conditions for longer
periods of time. In this instance, naturally occurring high temperatures and humidity
combine with limited circulation to result in higher humidity over a longer period – ideal
conditions for insects to breed, and moulds and fungi to propagate.
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Combine this environment with a lack of maintenance and physical15 care, and the
consequence is that insects and moulds are again present despite extensive cleaning and
treatment during the preservation project in 1984. Their destructive capabilities are well
known and in fifteen years have again become very obvious. Some lower quality paper
absorbs moisture more readily than other paper and consequently may suffer damage from
damp, mould and mildew more easily. Many books are now so badly damaged as to be
almost unidentifiable.

In earlier times, some of the library material was stored in cupboards, not all of which
were enclosed, and kept on the veranda16. Here, air was able to circulate freely thus
restricting insect attack and reducing the potential for damage caused by damp. On other
occasions the bookcases were stored in either the northern or southern bedrooms17 of the
house, but with doors and windows open, air circulation in these rooms would have been
almost as good as on the veranda. Jelks18 had stated that if the library and its associated
books, documents and photographs were left on Likiep, they would all “continue to be
exposed to the depredations of insects and weather.” This seems to be exactly what has
happened.

It is probable that several factors contribute to these continuing processes of decay.
Frequency of access to and use of the library has reduced to the point where it is very rare
for any book to be touched. When Joachim was alive and using his library, researching or
just browsing or reading his books, they received constant care. He was an avid reader and
Leonard deBrum19 related that he did not talk a great deal with his father who was always
extremely busy and even at meal times, would be reading or referencing one of his books.
The deBrum children no longer regularly remove every book, and clean and dust both the
books and bookcases.

CCChhhrrrooonnnooolllooogggyyy   ooofff   MMMaaannnaaagggeeemmmeeennnttt

Management of Joachim deBrum's library underwent significant changes in probably five
clearly defined phases:

PHASE ONE.
This first development period seems to have continued for several years and involved a
comparatively slow and perhaps haphazard expansion of the library as his business and
personal networks across the Pacific were established. His voracious appetite for
information and knowledge developed along with a catholic taste in literature that was
entirely characteristic. It may be that his book purchases were not as organised as they
later became. They were frequently, after all, bulk purchases from several different
bookshops20 in America and Australia. When Joachim deBrum and Frank H. Phillips21 of
Sydney met, they quickly formed a lasting friendship that ended this first phase of library
development.
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PHASE TWO.
This second period lasted until Joachim's death in 1937. Involving consolidation and
continuing expansion both in number of books and variety of subjects, it is closely
associated with his friendship with Frank Phillips. Throughout his life, Joachim continued
to use and expand his library with whatever material aroused his interest. Phillips
organised regular shipments to Likiep of selections of books that he obtained from several
sources. Joachim regarded this personal relationship as very important and held Frank
Phillips in high regard. So much so, in fact, that he specifically requested in his Will22 that
Phillips be a guide and mentor for his children. Similarly, he advised them to seek advice
from Frank Phillips should they ever feel a need for it.

Joachim deBrum accessed his library regularly and extensively before his death. Other
people on Likiep, particularly the immediate family, also seem to have used it as a general
library. Children do not appear to have been excluded and some of the library resources
(including religious books, indoor and outdoor recreation, and games books) are clearly
intended for their use or by those responsible for them. Leonard deBrum23 recalled that he
and his other brothers and sisters were responsible for dusting and cleaning every book in
the library as well as each bookcase at least once every year, and certainly every Christmas.
The children considered this duty a considerable honour and those entrusted with the task
undertook it seriously. The Christmas cleaning of the bookcases continued for some years
out of respect, but gradually became less important and was performed less frequently.
The present condition24 of the books and bookcases suggests it is no longer done at all.

PHASE THREE.
The third period followed Joachim's death in 1937 and lasted until 1947, which was
another pivotal year in the history of the deBrum site. In 1947 the family secured the
house, arranged for it to be protected by local caretakers, and moved away.25 During these
ten years, the library gradually became less and less a feature of life in the deBrum
household. Joachim deBrum was held in the deepest of respect and everything associated
with him was treated with the same respect. But, nobody used the library as intensively as
Joachim did and there was probably little further acquisition of books. Nevertheless, the
house remained in continual use by members of the family as their home. 26 Consequently,
the library and other elements of the house and curtilage were better maintained than
later.
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PHASE FOUR.
The fourth period continued from 1947 until the late 1970's. Its major feature is
continued decay through disuse. Nobody lived in the house regularly during this period
although Leonard deBrum would usually stay there whenever he visited Likiep. Once
family members vacated the house and moved27 to other islands or other houses on
Likiep, decay and deterioration were inevitable. Reports from both the 197728 and 198429

preservation and maintenance projects describe the decay in some detail. Naturally, the
library and all the books, documents and photographs associated with it decayed along
with everything else.

PHASE FIVE.
Extending from the late 1970's through to today, this final period has seen several notable
events that have impacted on Joachim deBrum's library. Active steps have been taken to
preserve the house and curtilage as a registered Historic Site and two major preservation
projects have been undertaken. The first was in 1977 under the supervision of Edward B.
Jelks from the University of Illinois30. The second was in 1984 when, under the
supervision of Gerald R. Knight, further preservation and maintenance31 of the site was
completed with Noel Bigler as Project Manager. In September 1982, the Government of
the Republic of the Marshall Islands chartered32 the Joachim deBrum Memorial Trust
Corporation as a not-for-profit organisation. Formed to preserve this highly significant
site, it continues today under the chairmanship of Leonard deBrum, Joachim's youngest
son. In 2001 an Australian aid funded project began to digitise the glass plate negatives.33
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